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Catalina Grand Prix

By Bill Bagnall, Editor of “Motorcyclist'’

WEEKEND of May 1st and 2nd, 1954, marks the climax of many months
untold hours of work and co-ordination by the members of the Southern
>rnia Sports Committee and their affiliated motorcycle clubs.

All of this “behind the scenes’” activity, plus the two days of motorcycle
g that you fans are about to witness, is all for the sake of the sport—without
ent being paid to any committee member or rider for his part in the 4th
al Catalina Grand Prix. You may ask yourself, “What rewards ARE in
for these riders and committee members?'’ The answer is: for the fortunate
s—a coveted trophy for their efforts, and for these lucky few, as well as for
alance of the starting fields, the sheer fun that only motorcycling and good
smanship can bring. And for the committee members—the satisfaction and
- in knowing that a job was well done!

For many of you who are here for the first time, Catalina had probably only
it a picturesque summer resort in past years, but today you are to learn

the word Catalina Grand Prix means in the minds and hearts of all
reycling enthusiasts, riders, committee members, dealers, etc. To these people
ina stands for many things—first, it stands for sportsmanhip, which covers
, clean competition, comradery among the contestants and the thrill of
sipation. Catalina also stands for color, not only in the scenic beauty of the
d, but in the “color’’ that can be found in the terms of atmosphere, as well
e color array of meticulously prepared machines [nowhere else in the world
rou find a starting field of motorcycles that have undergone the grooming—
mechanical and visual—that you dre viewing today).

The laws set up for the Catalina Prix are different from those found
her parts of the country (to be surel}, for here at Catalina, outside of a rigid
f safety rules, the formal inspection barriers prevailing at other races, are
ut eliminated. This allows the rider or motorcycle dealer to use the Catalina
d Prix as a “proving ground” for various types of wheel suspension,
1e and frame modifications and special tuning secrets and ideas. Also motor-
s of all size engine displacements are welcome in the Catalina Grand
—there’s a class for each and all!

The Catalina Grand Prix is a non-profit event, with no admission gates

nces, promoters’ fees, etc. It's all done for the sake and betterment of the
|

From all aspects, the Catalina Grand Prix is a truly democratic race
ram, as benefits our national government and our own American way of life.

4th Annual Catalina
Grand Prix
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1st place — 1st Annual Catalina Grand Prix — 1951
2nd place — 2nd Annual Catalina Grand Prix — 1952

Nick Nicholson, winner of the 2nd
Annual Catalina Grand Prix, was
selected in 1953 to ride in Europe,
and to represent the United States
by competing in all of the great
road races including the world fam-
ous Isle of Man in which classic he
finished 18th in the Senior Division.

As a farewell gesture before leav-
ing for Europe, he captured the 50
mile Daytona race setting a new
Daytona Beach speed record aver-
aging 93.99 m.p.h. His other racing
accomplishments are far too numer-
ous to mention here.

Nick’s race fans were looking
forward to seeing him in action on

SNICK’’ NICHOLSON his A.J.S. at this year’s Catalina

race, but are to be disappointed due

place — 1st Annual to injuries sustained on another

Catalina Grand Prix — 1951 track just a few weeks ago. So

place — 2nd Annual here’s hoping we have him with us

Catalina Grand Prix — 1952 next year.

RESULTS OF CATALINA GRAND PRIX — 1952
Winner: “NICK’* NICHOLSON — B. S. A, — 3:38:22.46

2. Walt Fulton, Triumph.. ............ 3:39:16.31 14, Wizz Carey, Triumph................ 3:45:45.31
3. George Alguire, Triumph_........ .3:39:47.31 15. Johnny Quick, B.S.A.............. 3:47:12.90
4. Ray Tanner, Harley-Dav........... 3:40:03.00 16. C, H, Wheat, Ariel.................. 3:47:22.16
5. Al Copping, Triumph................ 3:40:16.94 17. Don Hawley, Ariel................. 3:47:38.73
6. Vern S , B.S.A 3:41:18.31 18. Lloyd Fraser, Harley-Dav......... 3:47:32.90
7. Bob Sothern, Triumph.............. 3:43:03.44 19. Ralph Adams, Matchless......_... 3:48:05.70
8. Harry Loftus Jr., Harley-Dav.....3:43:19.23 20. Wally Albright, Matchless........ 3:48:36.28
9. Willie Wilson, AJ.S...........c...._. 3:43:54.65 21. Ray Arnold, Velocelte.............. 3:49:33.86
10. Harrison Reno, Harley-Dav,...._. 3:44:17.97 22. Ruben Jackson, B.S.A............... 3:49:57.36
11. Aub leBard, B.S.A, 21" ... 3:44:37.94  23. Eugene Fox, Triumph....._._.._... 3:50:02.86
12. Ray Weiman, BS.A........ ...3:45:10.35 24 Glen Clinton, B.S.A........_._..... 3:50:02.92
13. Stubby Free, Triumph............. 3:45:28.33 25. Don Carey, Trivmph.....__........ 3:50:22.70

Winner 250cc Class: "NICK’” NICHOLSON — B. S. A.

2. George Alguire ............cccceeeeeeriennes Triumph 5. Bob Sothern Jawa
3. Charles Cripps Moto-Guzzi 6. Howard Guy B. S. A,
4. Russ Good B.S. A,

Winner 200cc Class: JOHNNY QUICK — Barnett

2. Ralph Adams Barnett 5. Billy Brokaw Barnett
3. Vern Hancock Excelsior 6. Frank H James
4, 1 eaux Barnett

Winner 125¢cc Class: RAY WEIMAN — B. S. A,

2, Steve Ward Czech 5. Jim Mullins .B. S, A,
3. Ray Arnold ... B. S. A, 6. M. Dickerson .......cocomiiimeiiiiiiiiennan, Jawa
4. Lloyd Fraser ..........ccceeerremrermneneeccnnacs B. S. A.

READ . ..

‘“The One With The EDITORIAL PUNCH”
“BUZZZ - The Motorcycle Magazine

FOR EAST COAST AREA NEWS
SUBSCRIBE TO . . . .

“BUZZZZ’ Magazine,

Subscription $2.00 a Year - Spec. Sub. 3 Yrs. $5.00
— 5424 N. Sawyer Ave., Chicago 25, lII.




1st place — 3rd Annual Catalina Grand Prix — 1953

This is the ever smiling “Johnny” McLaughlin beside his famous
Velocette with which he won top honors at Catalina last year. In win-
r the open class he also took home the trophy for the 21” class on
day. The day before, just for a warm-up, he rode a Velocette to victory
he 15” class. Three wins - a good weekend’s work for anybody.

John is 29 years old and was born in Pasadena, California, June 24,
1. He is now living in Duarte, California, is married and has two
dren - a boy and a girl. Johnny started his riding in 1948 after his dis-
rge from the United States Air Force, having served six years as an
Force fighter pilot. He also spent one year in a German prison camp.

John’s first big win came in 1951 when he won the Rams Hare and
ind run. In 1952 he was National Hare & Hound champ. He also won
Greenhorn Endurance Run the same year. McLaughlin rides all types
mateur competition plus road races. Other wins to his credit are such
5 as the Rough Riders and Checkers Hare & Hounds, Checkers
imbles, etc. This year finds him wearing a new type safety helmet.

John has ridden most of the popular makes of motors in the past five

rs. But in 1953 he finally settled on Velocette. This year he will be
ng a new 500cc Velocette. So watch for #7 on Saturday and #44 on

day.

RESULTS OF CATALINA GRAND PRIX — 1953
Winner: JOHN McLAUGHLIN — VELOCETTE 21" — 3:21:56.77

2. Charles Cripps, Harley-Dav, K..3:23:13.38 14. Wally Albright, Matchless........ 3:30:25.96
3. Joe Leonard, Harley-Dav, K......3:24:04.48 15, Richard Dean, Matchless.......... 3:30:30.63
4, Vernal Sumner, B.SA.._...__..__.. 3:24:14.91 16. Elmer R 1, A.LS 3:30:34.49
5. Al Copping, Triumph................ 3:24:49.75 17. George Everett, BS.A............... 3:30:48.72
6. Chuck Minert, BS.A............... 3:25:19.00 18. David Ekins, VeloceHte.............. 3:30:54.31
7. Ray Tanner, Harley-Dav, 74''_...3:27:07.61 19. Howard Guy, BS.A................... 3:31:28.38
8. Del Kuhn, Harley-Dav, K.......... 3:28:13.30 20. Bruce Zaremba, B.S.A............... 3:32:18.16
9. Bob Sothern, Triumph................ 3:29:28.62 21. Gene Fox, AJ.S. ... 3:32:25.95
10. Johnny Quick, B.S.A................. 3:29:28.83  22. Don “Wig' Carey, Triumph...... 3:32:33.58
11. Jim Johnson, Harley-Dav, K......3:29:34,47 23, Wes Drennen, Harley-Dav. K....3:32:37.91
12. Vern Hancock, Matchless.......... 3:29:35.11 24. Red Meyers, Harley-Dav, K.......3:32:43.36
13. Stubby Free, AJ.S...ccccoevrarnnnnn. 3:30:08.51 25. Bob Shirey, Harley-Dav, K........ 3:32:56.05

Winner: 350cc OHV Class: JOHN McLAUGHLIN — Velocette 21%
2. Bruce Zaremba Jreooooooeeeeoe B. S A. 3. Auvb leBard B. S. A,

Winner: 250cc Two Stroke Class: JOHN McLAUGHLIN — Velocette

2. Bob Sothern.............cc.cccieeeieieeee Moto Guzzi 4. Wait Fulton .. Mustang
3. Charles Minert B. S. A,

Winner 250cc OHV Class: MARTY DICKERSON — Jawa
2. Bud Hogan ..Indi

Winner 200cc Class: RALPH ADAMS — Francis Barnett

2. Glen Clinton Zundapp 7. Frank Gomen__.................... Francis Barnett
3. Gilbert Ashdown .. Dot 8. Barney Muller Dot
4. Johnny Quick Zundapp 9. Earl Freeland ...l Dot
5. Frank Heacox Jr................. Francis Barnett 10. Don Hawley ........ Dot
6. Rickey Collins Dot

Winner: 125cc Class: DAVID EKINS — N. S. U.

2. Lloyd Fraser.........ccocoeeeeeeeeememeeceneeen . B.S. A, 6. Jim Mullins._.................. ... B. S. A,
3. Ray Weiman. _........o.ccoceeeiinill B.S.A. 7. Bob M .Harley-Davidson
4. Garve Nelson.......... --...B. S. A. 8. Carl Koepplinger ..............cc......ccooco.... Puch
5. Walt Moore ____.....c.coieeeirieiirrena B. S. A.

THE RIDER’S MAGAZINE SINCE 1912

brings you a well rounded menu of motorcycle news — both American
and foreign.

Send in your subscription now and be assured of a full year of read-
ing pleasure.
One Year (12 issues) only $3.00
MOTORCYCLIST, 1035 E. Green St., Pasadena, Calif.




|7-——Sunday—Stubby Free #84—Sunday—Robert Davies
lar.-Dav, 55"—Glendale B.S.A, 30%,"—San Diego
Checkers M. C. Aztecs M, C.

102—Sunday—Del Kuhn
jumph 40"—Long Beach
Hilltoppers M, C.

#35—Sunday—Frank Wilsford
Velocette 28''—Azusa
Foothill Hawks M. C.

THE ORANGE COUNTY MOTORCYCLE CLUB

Wants to take this opportunity to thank all participants
of the
1954 BIG BEAR RUN
who have made it possible.

See you in ‘55 for a BIGGER Big Bear Ever!

)me out to San Bernardino and see COMPLIMENTS

ur huge array of new and used
Rich Budelier

Harley-Davidson Motorcycles

HARRISON RENO 2531 SO. MAIN STREET
San Bernardino LOS ANGELES
3rd Street Phone 26154 PR. 6235

arley-Davidson Motorcycles

#124—Sunday—Llyod Fraser
B.S.A. 3012"—Riverside
Tri-City Ramblers M. C.

#105—Sunday—James Buchanan
B.S.A, 30V2"—Rosemead

#86—Sunday—Barney Long
Triumph 21 “—Santa Ana
Orange County M. C.

#130—Sunday—Stanley Hood
Velocette 21''—Arcadia
San Gabriel M, C.

“LEADERS OF THE INDUSTRY"

The Quality Moforcycles

Amal, Lucas, Dunlop, K.L.O., Avon,

Bonney tools, cables, Flanders, Bates
leathers, Auto Moly, Chain lube,

Reynolds chain, Beck goods, Valvo-
line oil, magazines and many other
items to make your “motorcycling
the greatest sport on earth.”

In the San Fernando Valley

ALLIED CYCLE SALES

11629 Van Owen Street
North Hollywood
POplr 6-1950

LARRY CONNER

J. F. “SLIM” KARNS

OUTSTANDING SCRAMBLES “K MODEL” NOW AVAILABLE

Hydra Glide
Big Twins

PARTS AND
3654 LONG BEACH BLVD.

__ CHOTOR;
[HARLEY-DAVIDSON| 165"

SY[E>

Teleglide

ACCESSORIES
LONG BEACH 7, CALIF.

Telephone 4-1010

PACKAGE TRUCKS

SERVI-CARS




If You Ride Any Make of
lotorcycle You Are Welcome

at

larry Hamilton’s
Cycle Sales

11 S. Lakewood Beliflower

HARLEY-DAVIDSON
SALES & SERVICE

‘\.,‘_
/ﬂmwff
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SIUFFLERS®
ARE THE BEST YOUR
] MONEY CAN BUY' ¢

An

#184—Sunday—William Darnold
B.S.A. 30"2"'—Norwalk
Jack Rabbits M, C.

#108—Sunday—Bruce Jackson
Triumph 30%2"—Los Angeles

#51—Sunday—Eugene Lane
Matchless 30%,''—Los Angeles

#8—Sunday—Ralph Grunert
B.S.A. 307,2"—San Francisco
Bay City M. C.

19

#67—Sunday—Bob Wheeler
Har.-Dav. 55—Loma Linda
Redlands M, C.

#83—Sunday—Roy Williams
Triumph 40""—Van Nuys
So. Cal. M, C.

RIVIERA CAFE

WE SPECIALIZE IN .

SEAFOOD
CHICKEN
STEAKS

Breakfast - Lunch - Dinner

106 CATALINA AVENUE

Near Pleasure Pier




2—Sunday—Jack Thurman
on 30%,''—San Bernardino
Redlands R. R. M. C,

—Sunday—Svend Rasmussen
4.8, 307, —Wilmington
Hilltoppers M. C.

#134—Sunday—Paul Rasmussen
Matchless 30'2“—Wilmington
Hilltoppers M, C.

#33—Sunday—EImer Rasmussen
Matchless 302" —Wilmington
Hilltoppers M. C.

GUY URQUHART

TRIUMPH -
MOTO
SALES — SERVICE —

1041 COLUMBIA STREET

ARIEL - INDIAN
RCYCLES

FINANCING — INSURANCE

SAN DIEGO 1, CALIF.

COMPLIMENTS
GLENN |I. WAGNER

MOTORCYCLE

Financing - Insurance

PHONE JE 6717

RANTZ
MOTORCYCLE CO.
B. S. A. Dealers
Sales & Supplies

2713 E. SLAUSON AVE,
Huntington Park

MELODY'’S
CHILDREN'S SHOP

INFANTS TO TEENS'
WEARING APPAREL

Near Villas
e Clayton 110 Summner St,

“Greetings'’

ph’s Waffle Shop

HAMBURGERS
SANDWICHES

AIRLINE PLAZA

250 m 350
SUONDAPP

Quality Performance Style

IF you are the discriminating type

. want a superlative in motor-
ing pleasure, comfort with a quiet
performance, YOU will demand

ZUNDAPP
OPPOSED TWIN WITH SHAFT DRIVE

DO WE TRADE? . . AND HOW!
COMING! 250 & 350cc O'head Cam

Marty's FOREIGN MOTORS
West Coast Distributor

4228 SEPULVEDA BLVD.
CULVER CITY, CALIF.

Phone VErmont 8-8420
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- ‘ﬁ--__li\\
W\ ﬁ\ - g
#111—Sunday—Tom Lund

B.S.A. 30,;'"—San Bernardino
Redlands R, R. M, C.

#175—Sunday—Roy Owen
Matchless 30V,'"—Glendale
Checkers M, C.

P4
45—Sunday—Dick Mills
S.A, 30%2'"—Los Angeles

#114~—Sunday—Karl Koepplinger
Velocette 21''—Altadena
Pasadena M, C.







